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• Heat is a leading weather-related killer in South Florida, 
with potentially dangerous levels of “chronic heat” 4-5 
months of the year

• Enhanced social media and core partner briefing strategy for 
advisory AND sub-advisory days in which there is a threat of 
heat illness/death
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• Heat Advisory/Warning Thresholds lowered to 105F/110F 
for Miami-Dade County. Unchanged (108F/113F) for the rest 
of the NWS Miami service area

• Consideration given to the average frequency of specific heat 
index values to try avoiding “warning fatigue”



Wednesday, September 20, 2023 http://www.weather.gov/miamiNWSMiami

Miami
WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE

Hours with Heat Index >=105F

• Record heat 
in 2023
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• Evaluation of program after the heat season to assess 
feasibility of the new thresholds and enhanced messaging 
strategy

• Compare health data to observed temperatures and heat 
alerts

• Effectiveness and impact of messaging
• “Too many” heat advisories and warnings?

• Public response to new thresholds is KEY! 



Enhanced Messaging

Graphics posted on social 
media (Facebook/Twitter & 
weather.gov/miami



Briefings to Media and EM/Public Safety Partners

Briefing packages sent on 
days with Heat Advisory or 
Excessive Heat Warning
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• Hazardous Weather Outlook 
risk categories can play a role 
in supporting community 
decisions/actions
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Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook
Excessive Heat Risk Level Definitions



Has Lower Alert Thresholds and Enhanced Messaging 
Made a Difference?

Data from City of Miami Fire Rescue – # of EMS Responses

June: 24 (average MIA temp. 83.7F)
July: 52 (average MIA temp. 86.5F)
August:  ?  (average MIA temp. 86.6F)

28 EMS responses in August

Acclimation? Messaging Impact? 



NEMSIS Surveillance Dashboard

https://nemsis.org/heat-related-ems-activation-surveillance-dashboard

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Climate Change and 

Health Equity (OCCHE), in partnership with the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA)
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